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THE MILITARY MEMORIES OF 
CAPTAIN CS NEEDHAM

USAFUSAF
NOVEMBER 1942 NOVEMBER 1942 –– OCTOBER 1945 OCTOBER 1945 

JUNE 1950 JUNE 1950 –– FEBRUARY 1953FEBRUARY 1953
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USAF 388TH BOMB GROUP

The 388th had over 5000 crewman 
during the war (July 17, 1943 to 
May 20, 1945). Most of these crewmen
served a specific role on a crew of 10 
men. The goal of each crewman was 
to survive long enough to be able to 
join the Lucky Bastard club. The 
unlucky ones either sacrificed their 
lives for us or spent some horrible 
time in a POW camp. CS Needham 

successfully completed 35 missions!
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CS NEEDHAM JOINS ARMY AIR CORP

•• February February -- July, 1943 July, 1943 –– Initial TrainingInitial Training
–– Gained 10 hours in flying Piper Cub TrainersGained 10 hours in flying Piper Cub Trainers
–– Was in class of “First Aviation Cadets CandidatesWas in class of “First Aviation Cadets Candidates

•• Aug Aug –– Nov, 1943 Maxwell FieldNov, 1943 Maxwell Field
–– Flight Training in BT 13 and PT23Flight Training in BT 13 and PT23

PTPT--2323PTPT--1313



••DEC 1943 DEC 1943 –– MARCH 1944MARCH 1944

ADVANCED TRAININGADVANCED TRAINING

–– Flight Training in ATFlight Training in AT--1010
–– Graduated 44 “C” ClassGraduated 44 “C” Class
–– Commissioned as Commissioned as 

LieutenantLieutenant

•• April April –– June 1944 June 1944 –– BB--17 Transition Training 17 Transition Training 
Chanute Field, Champagne, ILChanute Field, Champagne, IL
–– Commissioned as LieutenantCommissioned as Lieutenant
–– Flies BFlies B--17 low over Knoxville17 low over Knoxville

in training missionin training mission

ATAT--1010



••JUNE JUNE –– SEPT 1944  CREW TRAININGSEPT 1944  CREW TRAINING

––Intensive Flight Training with Crew CoordinationIntensive Flight Training with Crew Coordination
––Navigation Training  Navigation Training  
––Is selected as Pilot in BIs selected as Pilot in B--17s17s

••October 12, 1944October 12, 1944
Picks up BPicks up B--1717
S/N 43S/N 43--3882238822



•• NOVEMBER 16, 1944 NOVEMBER 16, 1944 –– FIRST BFIRST B--17 MISSION17 MISSION

–– Crew of Solid SenderCrew of Solid Sender::
•• Pilot: CS NeedhamPilot: CS Needham
•• Copilot:Copilot: PindellPindell
•• Navigator: HarrisNavigator: Harris
•• Radio Op:Radio Op: NorgeotNorgeot
•• Engineer: BlantonEngineer: Blanton
•• Bombardier:Bombardier: InhacikInhacik
•• Waist Gunner:Waist Gunner: CribbCribb
•• Waist Gunner:Waist Gunner: NowalkNowalk
•• Ball Turret: SearsBall Turret: Sears
•• Tail Gunner: McDonaldTail Gunner: McDonald



MISSION PHOTOSMISSION PHOTOS

Vapor Trails

Bombs Away



MISSION PHOTOSMISSION PHOTOS

Flak over Germany

German Fighter Attacks
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MISSION #8 DEC 24,1944 DARMSTADT
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MISSION #18 FEB 16, 1945  HAMM
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MISSION #19 FEB 20, 1945 NURNBURG



THE LEAFLETSTHE LEAFLETS



THE LEAFLETSTHE LEAFLETS



THE LEAFLETSTHE LEAFLETS
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JUNE 1945

•• Flight Instructor in BFlight Instructor in B--17 and B17 and B--2929
–– Also flew a variety of other aircraft Also flew a variety of other aircraft 
•• BB--25, C47, C82, and C11925, C47, C82, and C119 B-25

C-47

C-82
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1950 – 1953  Korea War 51st Wing
•• Group Intelligence Officer Group Intelligence Officer –– SuwanSuwan, , KoriaKoria

–– Brief/Brief/Debriefer Debriefer FF--80 Pilots for results in bombing runs80 Pilots for results in bombing runs
–– Flew  CFlew  C--47 missions to Japan 47 missions to Japan 
–– Promoted to CaptainPromoted to Captain

C-119
Captain Needham 
and Major Hardy



Captain CS Needham Captain CS Needham –– Father and HusbandFather and Husband
WWII Bomber PilotWWII Bomber Pilot
General Aviation Pilot (General Aviation Pilot (AircoupeAircoupe))
Entrepreneur Entrepreneur –– PlastiPlasti--Fab Fab CompanyCompany

1945

2007


